THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

quite a long time, by taking the part of the mistress while I represen-
ted the pupil; the kind of mistakes she made me make gave me im-
portant clues to the reasons for her own failure at school. Inge, as a
youngest child, had, in spite of all appearances to the contrary, found
the superiority of her elder brothers and sisters very hard to put up
with, and when she went to school she had felt that the old situation
was being reproduced. As the details of the lessons which she gave
in the role of a mistress revealed, in the last resort and at a very
early age, her own desire for knowledge1 had not been satisfied and
was repressed; and this was what made the superiority of her
brothers and sisters so unbearable and the lessons at school so
distasteful.

We have seen how Inge first made an extensive identification with
her father [as shown by the game in which she was the manager]
and then with her mother as shown by the game in which, reversing
the mother-daughter role, she was the mistress and I the pupil. In
her next game she was a toy-shop woman and I had to buy all sorts
of things for my children, [this demonstrating] what her mother
should have given her. The objects which she sold to me were
penis-symbols (fountain-pens, pencils, etc.) and the child to whom
I was to give them would, thanks to them, become clever and
nimble. The wish-fulfilment in this game, in which the little girl's
homosexual attitude and castration complex were once more upper-
most, was to the effect that her mother should give her her father's
penis so that with its help she might supplant her father and win
her mother's love. In the further course of the game, however, she
preferred to sell me as her customer things to eat for my children,
and it became evident that her father's penis and her mother's
breast were the objects of her deepest oral desires and that it was her
oral frustrations that were at the bottom of her troubles in general
and her difficulty in regard to learning in particular.

Owing to the feelings of guilt bound up with the oral-sadistic
introjection of her mother's breast, Inge had at a very early stage
looked upon her oral frustration as a punishment.2 Her impulses

1 In Chapter X the view is put forward that in general the first and most
fundamental beginnings of the desire for knowledge appear at a very early
stage of development, before the child is able to speak. In my experience these
early questionings (which apparently remain entirely or partly unconscious)
set in at the same time as the earliest sexual theories and the increase of
sadism, towards the middle of the first year of life. They belong, that is, to the
period which in my view ushers in the Oedipus conflict.

2 According to Ernest Jones the child always regards deprivations as
deliberately imposed on it by the persons about it (cf. his 'Early Development
of Female Sexuality', 1927; also Joan Riviere's contribution to 'A Symposium
on Child-Analysis', 1928).
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